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A Prine for Dr. Scott — 


If the class will please come to attention, the 
lesson today has to do with Hugh J. Scott who is 
superintendent of our city’s public schools. It is a 
big job so he is important. He lives in a nice house 


‘and there is a school called Murch where all the 


boys and girls in his neighborhood are supposed 
to go if they go to public school. But Dr. Scott saw 
another public school that he liked better and he 
fixed it up so his boy could go there instead. It was 
easy because the people who work for him knew 
he was important. But other people got mad about 
it and said it wasn’t fair. They said he should know 
better. | 

And he should have. At least now he has finally 
recognized that a superintendent of schools cannot 
expect much public sympathy when he attempts to 
circumvent his own system’s rules for private pur- 
poses—using a flimsy explanation about “hard- 
ship.” However strongly Dr. Scott may feel about 
the personal nature of his case, it demonstrated 
an incredible lack of feeling for the responsibility 
and posture befitting a person of his public rank. 

The superintendent knew the rules about school 
attendance zones and, as he put it, made a request 
to enroll his son in another school outside of his 
zone “in accordance with established guidelines 
and procedures.” He calculated that he could re- 
quest an exception to the rules on the basis of 
“severe hardship,” because he lives five blocks 


_ closer to Lafayette School than to Murch, and be- 


oN Aig 


cause the walk to Lafayette is “much safer” for 
a 5-year-old. 

Instead of publicly questioning the way boun- 
daries have been drawn, Dr. Scott merely submit- 
ted a letter to a subordinate, the assistant superin- : 
tendent for elementary education, requesting a 
waiver. “I would appreciate your favorable con-. 
sideration of this request,” wrote the superintend- 
ent to the assistant superintendent, signing it, 
“Hugh J. Scott, Superintendent of Schools.” Well 
—guess what?—the request from the boss was 
approved. 

But when this arrangement was made public in 


-a report by Washington Post staff writer Andrew 


Barnes, the reaction of less-privileged parents was 
obvious to almost everyone but Dr. Scott. As Tish 
Gardner, president of the Murch Home and School 
Association put it, the conclusion to be drawn, was 
that “if you have the clout, you use it, and if you 
don’t, you go to the school you were intended to.” 

Now that Dr. Scott has reconsidered and is send- 
ing his son to Murch, we would like to believe that 
he realizes his error. But his statement certainly 
didn’t reflect it. He said he was switching back to 
Murch “rather than subject my family to the harass- 
ment that has grown in the wake of publicity over 
this issue.”’ We’re only sorry that Dr. Scott’s young 
son had to become an issue and we wish him well — 
as he joins the other first-graders at Murch in the 
fall. 
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JULIUS HOBSON has 
taken D.C. School Supt. 
Hugh J. Scott to task—and 
to court—for Scott’s efforts 


to get his son enrolled in an 
out-of-zone school. 
Now it develops that Hob- 


[4 son’s teen-age daughter has 


been attending an out-of- 
zone school for the past 


_ three years, including one 


year—1969—when Hobson 
was a member of the board 
of education. 

There’s no suggestion of 
hanky-panky in the transfer. 
It’s more a case of people in 
glass houses. It. was Hob- 
son’s District Court suit that 
led to the abolition of open 
enrollment. And it was pres- 
sure from Hobson that, pre- 


] 
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sumably, led Dr. ‘Scott to 
drop his transfer request. 
_Hobson denies that he had 
any role in getting his 
daughter enrolled in Paul 
Junior High at 8th and Ogle- 
thorpe Streets NW, instead 
of Backus, in Northeast, 
where she should have been 


assigned. She had attended 
an out-of-zone elementary 
school as well—Whittiér in- 
stead of Bunker Hill. 

The girl, now 15, lives 
with her mother (both par- 
ents have remarried) near 
the District Line in North- 
east Washington. 

Both Hobson and his for- 
mer wife, Carol Smith, insist 
there was nothing particu- 
larly unusual about the 
transfer. 


“WE LISTED the reason 
for the request as ‘general 
hardship of the child,” Mrs. 
Smith said. “I’m a working 
mother; I do not have a 
housekeeper, and there’s ho 
one at home when Jean gets 
out of school. We have made 
arrangements. with an old 
family friend to keep her 
until I can pick her up; the 
friend lives near Paul. That’s 
the basis on which the origi- 
nal transfer to Whittier was 
approved, and that’s the 
basis for her assignment to 
Paul,” 

Some Washingtonians, ap- 
parently disgruntled over 
their inability to have their 
own children transferred to 
schools of their choosing, 
have been calling school 
board officials and newspa- 
pers to complain of the Hob- 
son case. They have been 
complaining that his daugh- 
ter has been transferred 
from Northeast Washington 

_all the way across town to 
west-of-the- park Alice Deal, 


a piece of misinformation’ 


traceable to Hobson himself, 
who said in a recent inter- 
view with Post reporters 
that his daughter was at 
Deal. 

This week Hobson 
acknowledged that his 
daughter is attending school 
out of zone, although he 


says the whole thing is aca- 
demic now: She’ll be going 


to Catholic high school this 
fall. 

“Go ahead and print it 
though,” he said. “It might 
help Scott.” AQ 

As a matter of fact, but 
for his attack on Scott’s 
transfer request — subse- 


“ee 


eens withdrawn—there 


-would be no story in his 


daughter’s transfer: It’s too 
commonplace. 


School officials 


in the school system. But 


they acknowledge that sev- - 
eral of them are sons and * 


daughters of members of 
the board of education. 
Board members Evie 
Washington and James 
Coates, for instance, have 


children attending school. 
attendance 
zones, according to school | 


outside their 


officials. 


Again there is no sugges- 
tion of illegality: Their rea- 


sons seem no better nor - 


worse than the reasons cited 


_by ordinary parents in their . 


transfer requests. 


What makes the Scott . 


case newsworthy is the fact 


that he is superintendent of ~ 


schools. And what makes 
the Hobson case newswor- 
thy is the fact that it was his 
suit that led to the more 
rigid adherence to the zone 


boundaries and the fact that’ * 


he has been so unrelenting 
in his attack on Scott. 


HIS BRASH attacks on 
those who seek to .circum- 


vent the court orders for. 


which he was largely. re- 
sponsible may be the reason 


so many people appear to be 


delighted that Hobson has 
been caught in this bit of 
philosophical. inconsistency 
—even if he wasn’t directly 


involved in his daughter's | ‘ 


transfer. 

Former school board 
member Edward Hancock 
seemed far from dismayed 
to learn that Hobson is 
under fire. Judge J. Skelly 
Wright’s 1967 decree, for 
which Hobson was responsi- 


ble, forced Hancock to take - 
his daughter out of Gordon |, 


Junior High in Georgetown, 
where it was legitimate for 
her to be under the old 
rules, and enroll her in 


won't 
even try to guess the num- - 
ber of out-of-zone students _ 


a ee 


Evans, far out East Capitol J ; 


Street, where the new at- 
‘tendance charts said she had 


to go. 

“T’m the only school board 
member who’s abided by all 
the rules,” he told a re- 
porter yesterday. Then he 
sounded a note one hears 
from disgruntled parents all 
over town: 

“Julius Hobson personally 
put my daughter out of Gor- 
don,” he said. 
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Scott Revokes 


School Shift 


D.C. School Supt. Hugh 
J. Scott has decided to send 


his son to Murch School 
after all as a result of 


“harassment” that followed 
publicity of his plans to 
send him across boundary 
lines to Lafayette School. 


Details on Page C3. 


Scott Alters 
School Shift 
Plan for Son 


By Andrew Barnes ~~ 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Washington School Supt. 
Hugh J. Scott will send his 
son to Murch School after all 
as a result of the “harassment 
that has grown in the wake of 
publicity” about his planned 
switch across boundary lines to 
Lafayette School. 

In a press release issued 
yesterday, Scott said he had 
reconsidered the matter with: 
his wife, and hoped that now: 
“our personal lives can return} 
to normal.” | 

It was reported last week 
that Scott, in a June 16 letter 
to one of his assistants superin- 
tendents, had said it would be 
a “severe hardship” to send 
his son Hugh Jason 15 blocks 
to Murch instead of 10 blocks 
to Lafayette. | 

The Scotts live at 5426 27th| 
St. NW, just within the Murch 
boundary. Scott explained last 
week he felt the boundary was 
illogical. 

Since then he has been: 
called before the personnel’ 
committee of the school board, 
where member Albert A. Ro- 
senfield said “I warned him 
about the fact that there was 
going to be an upheaval.” 

Rosenfield said he sympa- 
thized with Scott’s decision to 
make an exception to the 
rules, but felt he was wrong in 
doing so. 

Julius Hobson asked the: 
U.S. District Court to find that; 
the switch is a violation of its 
order equalizing expenditures. 

In his statement Scott de- 
fends the transfer as “in com- 
pliance with established cri- 
teria” and violating no policy. 
“Woreover, my request is simi- 
lar to hundreds of others that 
have been approved.” 

Scott’s June 16 letter said 
his son would be entering first 
grade next fall. The public in- 
formation office said yester- 
day it would be kindergarten. 
The 5-year-old is not a junior, 
since his name is Hugh Jason 
and his father’s name is Huge 
Jerome. 

Seott emphasized again yes- 
terday that the switch in- 
tended no slight to either 
school. 

“There is no educational ad- 
vantage to be gained by a 
transfer from Murch to Lafay- 
-ette. 

“Both schools have excellent 
programs and very competent 
stafffs. I expressed my con- 
cern as any father would for 
his child’s safety.” 
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Son’s School Transfer The Evening Star 


Is Dropped by Scott 


By LYNN DUNSON 
Star-News Staff Writer 

The 5-year-old son of D.C. 
School Supt. Hugh J. Scott will 
attend kindergarten at Murch 
Elementary School in the fall, 

In the wake of mounting cri- 
ticsm, Scott yesterday an- 
nounced that he would not 
send his son to Lafayette 
school under an exemption 
granted by the assistant super- 
intendent for elementary edu- 
cation. 

_Charging that Scott was set- 
ting a “bad example,’’ Julius 
Hobson filed a suit Wednes- 
day, charging that the transfer 
would violate a 1967 U.S. Court 
of Appeals decision which 


abolished optional attendance: 


bounlaries. 


AT THAT TIME, the court 
reasoned that the boundaries 
were used to discriminate 
against the black and the poor. 

Shortly after Scott’s rever- 
sal yesterday, Hobson said he 
would stop the court case as 
soonas he had proof that the 
boy was attending Murch. 


*T have absolutely no desire .» — 
to. get hung up in a court fight | 
with Scott over where he’s | 
going to send hiis little boy to | 
decides he is going to abide | 
school,” Hobson said. “If he | 
by the law, I will be happy to 
withdraw my suit.” 

In yesterday’s statement, 
Scott explained that he shift- 
ed positions “‘rather than sub- 
ject my family to the haraass- 
ment that has grown in the 
wake of publicity over this iss- 
sue.” 


HE SAID HE had requested 
the transfer because his son 
had to walk farther and across 
busy streets to get to Murch. 

Scott's transfer plans 
prompted criticism from some 
board members while others 
felt that the issue was of mi- 
nor importance. 

However, Hobson, a fre- 


quennt critic of the school sys- 
tem, said that the superintend- 
eat’s action” would open the | 
doors for others to follow his 
lead.. 
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By DAVID HOLMBERG 
_ Star-News Staff Writer 

District School Supt. Dr. Hugh Scott 
said today he would abandon his attempt 
to get an attendance exemption to en- 
able his 5-year-old scn to attend kincer- 
garten at Lafayette Elementary School 
rather than Murch School. . 

The superintendent’s etfort to get the 
transfer ‘has drawn strong criticism from 
former school board member Julius Hob- 
son and from several current members 
of the board. 

Hobson claimed such a_ transfer 
would violate a 1967 U.S. Court of Ap- 
peals decision that abolished optional 
attendance boundaries and the auto- 
matic right of parents to send children 
to public schools of their choice. 


SCOTT SAID in a statement today 
that ‘‘after reconsidering the matter (of 
the transfer) with my wife, I have de- 
cided to enroll my son in Murch Eie- 
mentary School rather than subject my 
family to the harassment that has grown 
in the wake of publicity over this issue.” 


“Hopefully,” the superintendent add- 
ed, ‘“‘our personal lives can return to 
normal as a result of this decision.”’ 

He said that “I’ve always tried to 
separate my personal life from my pro- 
fessional life in order to maintain privacy 
in my relationship with my family.” 


The superintendent noted—as he has 
before in responding to critics of the 
attempted transfer—that ke had sought 


the transfer because Lafayette is closer. 


to the Scott home and his son’s attend- 
ance at Murch would expose him to 
“hazardous” traffic. 

“TI made the request because I be- 
lieved’ then and now that for my son to 
attend Murch Elementary School within 
the boundary would impose a hardship. 
Attending Murch would require him to 


| 
| 
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HUGH SCOTT 


walk a longer distance which would ex- 
pose him to traffic conditions hazardous 
to a five-year-old. 
‘My residence is considerably closer 
to Lafayette Elementary School and the 
travel route to the latter is much safer.” 
The superintendent said that the re- 


quest for a transfer was made “in 


accordance with established guidelines 
and procedures and violated no policy. 
Moreover, my request was similar to 
hundreds of others that have been ap- 
proved by the offices of elementary and 
secondary education.” 

“There is no educational advantage 
to be gained by transfer from Murch to 
Lafayette. Both schools have excellent 
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programs and very competent staffs. 
I express my concern as any father 
would for his child’s safety.” 

Lafayette is considered one of the 
best elementary schools in the city, but 
a recent check of standardized scores in 
math and reading showed only a mini- 
mal difference between Lafayette and 
Murch youngsters. 

Hobson said yesterday he would 
take legal action against the transfer 
because he (Scott) ‘‘is the superintendent 
and because he is setting a bad ex- 
ample.” 

The 1967 decision, by Judge J. Skel- 


_ ley Wright, was based on the rationale 
that optional boundaries had been used 


as a means of perpetuating racial and 


. economic discrimination. Hobson was 


a plaintiff in the case that resulted in 
Wright’s ruling. 

Some critics also claimed that the 
distance from his home to Murch was 
not the real reason for Scott’s request 
for a. transfer. ae 

Said one city official: ‘It is general- 
ly known that the real reason he re- 
quested it is because he wants his son 
to go to the better school.” 

Among those opposing the transfer, 
besides Hobson, have been school board 
members Albert Rosenfield, Charles I. 
Cassell and Bardyl R, Tirana. 


Tirana termed the transfer ‘‘a bit 
ridiculous,” and Cassell echoed Hobson’s 
view that it would ‘‘set a bad example.”’ 
He said such a transfer might prompt 
somiliar requests from other parents. 

Cassell said he had received several 
telephone calls from parents complaining 
about the move. Vincent Reed, assistant 
superindendent for secondary education, 
said he also received a number of com- 
plaining calls, some from ‘“‘persons high 
up.’ He declined to name the callers. 


jterday to find 
| School Supt. Hugh J. Scott in 
‘violation of court order by 
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Scott Transfer Goes to Court 


~ By Richard E. Prince 
Washington Post Staff Writer _ 
Julius W. Hobson asked 
U.S. District Court here yes- 
Washington 


having his 5-year-old son trans- 
ferred across’ school attend- 


|ance zones. 


Hobson claimed Scott vio- 
lated the 1967 J. Skelly Wright 
decree, which abolished op- 
tional attendance zones here 


junder which parents could 


send their children to the pub- 
lie schools of their choice. The 
court said the optional system 
perpetuated the privilege of 
the white and affluent. 

Hobson, the _ antiestab- 
lishment gadfly who once 
served on the D.C. school 
board, brought the original 
1967 suit. 

Scott, who lives at 5426 27th 
St. NW, received permission 


| 


from his subordinates to have 
his son, Hugh Jason, trans- 
ferred from Murch School, 15 
blocks away from the Scott 
home, to Lafayette School, 10 
blocks away. Scott lives in the 
Murch school zone. 

Scott claimed it would bea 


“hardship” for his child to at- 


tend Murch because going to 
that school would mean young 
Hugh would have to walk 
along Military Road, which 
lacks curbs at some spots. He 
said there were no Other chil- 
dren in the neighborhood who 
could accompany the child to 
his first-grade class there. 
Albert A. Rosenfield, who 
represents the area covering 
both Lafayette and Murch on 
the D.C. School Board, called 
Scott’s action stupid. Hobson, 
in the “suggestion of viola- 
tion” he filed yesterday, said 
the transfer was effected 
“without valid reason.” 


~ 


|the District Building. He is 


Hobson, wearing crutches 
and looking more frail than 
usual, made his disclosure at a 
press conference yesterday at 


suffering from myeloma, an 
incurable bone disease. 

“He is the main officer in 
the city school system,’ Hob- 
son said of Scott, “and he has ; 
to uphold the letter and the 
spirit of the law.” The law is 
Laing violated, Hobson said in 
his court papers, because 
Scott has “in effect recreated 
optional zones in the D.C. pub- 
lic schools.” 


Hobson said later he wanted | 
the court to order Scott to 
transfer his child back to 
Murch, “and if it were possi- 
ble, to order him to read the 
law.” 
Indications from the D.C. ' 
school board yesterday were 
that the issue would not be 
raised there. 

Board President Marion 
Barry said he didn’t think 
Seott’s action violated the 
Wright decree, but rather 
comes under the jurisdiction | 
of school board policy. 

“T’ve been so busy being | 
concerned with the quality of 
education at the local school | 
level,” Barry said, “that I ha-' 
ven’t gotten involved with the 
transfer of Dr. Scott’s son.” 

Vice President Mattie Tay- | 
lor said she deplored the. 
“trauma” the attention tial 
cause Scott’s son. 

The Rev. Raymond B., | 
Kemp, another board member, | 
said Scott could have asked 
the board to redraw the 
boundary lines, and member 
Charles Cassell said he feared 
Scott’s action would cause a 
deluge in applications for ex- 
emptions from other parents, 
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Scott's ‘Hardship’ Case 


Two things were grievously wrong 
with Superintendent Hugh J. Scott’s de- 
cision to have his five-year-old son en- 
rolled at the Lafayette Elementary 
School rather than at the Murch School 
which is more distant from the Scott 
residence in Northwest Washington. 

The transfer, on the face of it, vio- 
lates a residential attendance-zone rule 
which — except in cases of extreme per- 
sonal hardship — is rigidly adhered to by 
the school administration Scott heads. 

But the more serious aspect of Scott’s 
action is that it invites the cynical con- 
clusion that such rules are meant to 
apply only to ordinary people, not to 
especially privileged families such as the 
superintendent’s. And that is the sort of 
conclusion that Scott, who is trying to 
build his credibility as a dedicated, re- 
sponsible leader, needs least of all at this 
stage of his brief, hectic career here, 

Scott, in his defense, insists that he 
put his “hardship” request through ad- 
ministrative channels just as any other 
parent would. What those channels 
amounted to, though, were a submis- 
sion to one of his own chief subordi- 
nates, signed by the “Superintendent of 
Schools,” noting that “I would sincerely 
appreciate your favorable consideration 
of this request.” How in the world does 
Scott expect other parents — some of 


whom would dearly love to have attend- 
ance zones waived for their children un- 
der similar circumstances — to assess 
the objectivity of the superintendent’s 
exemption? ; 

Actually, were it not for Scott’s posi- 
tion, we would have a good bit of sympa- 
thy for his complaint. While Lafayette 
and Murch are both excellent schools, 
the vagaries of attendance zoning would 
require Scott’s son to travel 15 blocks (to 
Murch) rather than 10 blocks (to Lafay- 
ette), and cross two major traffic arter- 
ies in the process. To the superintendent 
this is “illogical,” and indeed we agree 
that proximity of school to home ought 
to be the first, top-priority basis of 
school assignments. 

But the point is, as a number of par- 
ents are hastening to note, that they, 
despite similar protestations, have bee 
stuck with the rules. 7 

We would like to think that this inci- 
dent might stimulate a closer look at 
attendance zones throughout the city by 
the administration and the school board. - 
If the Lafayette-Murch zone is not 
changed, however, Scott is obliged above 
everyone else to abide by the rules as 
they stand. And his complaint that,as . 
superintendent, “I suffer enough hard- 
ships” already, will hardly gain him any 
brownie points with anyone. 
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JULIUS HOBSON 


Raps Scott 


HOBSON 


By LYNN DUNSON 
Star-News Staff Writer 


Julius Hobson, a persistent critic of the 
D.C. public school system and a former 
school board member, says he will take legal 
action against a transfer that would permit 
Supt. Hugh Scott’s son to attend what is 
generally considered the city’s best elementa- 
ry school. 

“Tt’s a clear, pure and unadulterated 
violation of the decision,” Hobson said yester- 
day. He was referring to the 1967 decision by 
Judge J. Skelley Wright of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals that abolished optional attendance 
boundaries and the automatic right of par- 
ents to send children to public schools of 
their choice. 

The Wright decision was based on the 
rationale that optional boundaries had been 
used as a means of perpetuating racial and 
economic discrimination. 

“T am only doing it (taking action) be- 


cause he is the superintendent and because 
he is setting a bad example,’’ Hobson said. 
Hobson was the plaintiff in the case that 
resulted in Wright’s landmark ruling. He was 
to file suit today in U.S. District Court. 


SCOTT’S EFFORT to get an attendance 
exemption for his 5-year-old son, Hugh Scott 
III, to attend kindergarten at Lafayette 
School rather than Murch Elementary 
School, which serves the District in which 
Scott lives, has drawn criticism from other 
board members. 

While Lafayette consistently scores bet- 
ter on achievement tests than other city ele- 
mentary schools, and is considered one of the 
best elementary schools, a check of recent 
standardized scores in math and reading 
showed only a minimal difference between 

See HOBSON, Page B-4 
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~. Continued From Page B-1 
‘Lafayette and Murch young- 
sters. 

~. Scott said last week that he 
Sought the change because his 
son would have to walk farther 
and cross busy streets to get 
to Murch, which he ordinarily 
would attend. Murch is 15 
blocks away. from the home 
-and Lafayette is 10 blocks 
away. 

Although the Scott home is 
‘within the Murch district, his 
home is closer to Lafayette, 
“Scott explained. And, there 
sare no other children of his 
*son’s age in the neighborhood 
who would be walking to the 
‘Murch School, he said. 


~ At a District Building press 
conference today, Hobson, 
Said he believes Scott is not 
“maliciously trying to violate 
the law...” 

“TI WOULD BE KIND to 
him and say he did it out of 
pure and unadulterated igno- 
rance,”’ he said. 

. Hobson is working as-a con- 
sultant with the Board of Ed- 
ueation to insure that the 
school system reaches com- 
pliance with the Wright de- 
cision. He said he’d heard 
. through an unnamed school 
‘board member that potential 
foundation support for the 
project may be undermined 
by his attack on Scott. 


ISON: 


__ Washington, D. C., Wednesday, July 26, 1972 ___ 


To avoid changes of con- 
flict of interest Hobson said, 
he has refused to take any 
money from the school board 
in payment for the contract. 

“The economic threat . 


matters a damn as far as. 


I’m concerned,” Hobson said. 
If necessary, he said, he 
would spend his own money 
to see the schools comply 
with the court decision. © 

Hobson also reported that 
Scott has asked to see him 
in his office today and he 
would attend the meeting, al- 
though he did not know what 
the subject of the discussion 
would be. 


THE TRANSFER evoked 
the ire of board member Al- 
bert A. Rosenfield, who repre- 
sents the well-to-do Ward 3 
where. both schools are locat- 
ed. Rosenfield was out of town 
yesterday and could not be 


‘reached for comment. 


But Bardyl R. Tirana, an 
at-large board member who 
lives in Ward 3, said he agreed 
with Rosenfield and felt the 
transfer was ‘‘a bit ridicu- 
lous.” 

Another board member, 
Charles I. Cassell, maintainea 
that Scott had “set a bad ex- 
ample.” 

“Might not the superintend- 
ent’s actions prompt more re- 


Scott A 


quests for out-of-zone trans- 
fers?” Cassell speculated. 


Cassell said he had received 


several telephone calls from 
parents complaining about the 
transfer. 


VINCENT REED, assistant 
superintendent for secondary 
education, said he had re- 
ceived a number of complaints 
also, some from “‘persons high 
up.”’ Reed would not name the 
callers. 

The Rev. Raymond B. 
Kemp, a board member, 
didn’t comment on Scott’s ac- 
tion, but said he would “‘like to 
see the day when District 
schools have open admission,” 
and parents could send chil- 
dren to any school they 
wished. 

“What Scott’s action does is 
open up that whole question of 
open admissions. If transfers 
do not make for immediate 
problems and if the school is 
not overcrowded parents 
should have the right to send 
their children to school in any 
part of the city,’’ Kemp said. 

However, 
chairman Mattie E. Taylor 
said she had received two 
calls from persons ‘‘disturbed 
by so much attack on this little 
boy,’’ Scott’s son. 


board vice 


ction Hit 


‘NOBODY KNOWS the 
weight on a child of busy par- 
ents who are in public life,” 
said Mrs. Taylor, who has a 
9-year-old daughter in public 
school. 

“Tt’s absolutely barbaric. 
With his father as superintend- 
ent, little Hugh is going to 
have a hard enough time going 
to public school as it is.”’ 

Mrs. Taylor said she fre- 
quently supports parents seek- 
ing transfers for their children 
because ‘‘a parent’s judgment 
should prevail because that 
parent knows his child better 
than” the school board or 
school administrators. 

Scott followed normal proce- 
dure in seeking the zone ex- 
emption. He submitted a writ- 
ten request to his assistant su- 
perintendent for elementary 
education, Dr. Dorothy John- 
son. 

Exemptions are allowed if 


interferes with proper day 
care. Scott pleaded hardship. 

A check with the division of 
elementary education showed 
that 90 percent of 700 requests 
for out-of-zone transfers were 
granted this past school year. 
Only a bit more than 50 per- 
cent of the 1,639 requests at 
the secondary level were 
granted. 
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JULIUS HOBSON 


aps Scott 


HOBSON 


By LYNN DUNSON 
Star-News Staff Writer 


Julius Hobson, a persistent critic of the 
D.C. public school system and a former 
school board member, says he will take legal 
action against a transfer that would permit 
-Supt. Hugh Scott’s son to attend what is 
generally considered the city’s best elementa- 
ry school. 

“It’s a clear, pure and unadulterated 
violation of the decision,’’ Hobson said yester- 
day. He was referring to the 1967 decision by 
Judge J. Skelley Wright of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals that abolished optional attendance 
boundaries and the automatic right of par- 
ents to send children to public schools of 
their choice. 

_The Wright decision was based on the 
rationale that optional boundaries had been 
used as a means of perpetuating racial and 
economic discrimination. 


“T am only doing it (taking action) be- © 


cause he is the superintendent and because 
he is setting a bad example,’’ Hobson said. 
Hobson was the plaintiff in the case that 
resulted in Wright’s landmark ruling. He said 
he intended to file suit today in U.S. District 
Court. 


SCOTT’S EFFORT to get an attendance 


exemption for his 5-year-old son, Hugh Scott 
Ill, to attend kindergarten at Lafayette 
Schoo! rathe> than. VWuoreh Fiementarv 
School, which serves the District in which 
Scott lives, has drawn criticism from other 
board members. 

While Lafayette consistently scores bet- 
ter on achievement tests than other city ele- 
mentary schools, and is considered one of the 
best elementary schools, a check of recent 
standardized scores in math and reading 
showed only a minimal difference between 

See HOSSOGN, Page B-6 
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Transfer of Scott's Son 


Continued From Page B-1 
Lafayette and Murch young- 
sters. 

Scott said last week that he 
sought the change because his 
son would have to walk farther 
and cross busy streets to get 
to Murch, which he ordinarily 
would attend. Murch is 15 
blocks away from the home 
and Lafayette is 10 blocks 
away. 

Although the Scott home is 
within the Murch district, his 
home is closer to Lafayette, 
Scott explained. And, there 
are no other children of his 


son’s age in the neighborhood © 


| who would be walking to the 
_ Murch School, he said. 

THE TRANSFER evoked 
| the ire of board member Al- 


ee 


bert A. Rosenfield, who repre- 

sents the well-to-do Ward 3 
where both schools are locat- 
ed. Rosenfield was out of town 
yesterday and could not be 
reached for comment. 

VINCENT REED, assistant 
superintendent for secondary 
education, said he had re- 
ceived a number of complaints 
also, some from “‘persons high 
up.” Reed would not name the 
callers. 

The Rev. Raymond B. 
Kemp, a board member, 
didn’t comment on Scott’s ac- 
tion, but said he would “‘like to 
see the day when District 
schools have open admission,” 
and parents could send chil- 
dren to any _ school they 
wished. 
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Scott followed normal proce- 
dure in seeking the zone ex- | 
emption. He submitted a writ- 
ten request to his assistant su- 
perintendent for elementary 
education, Dr. Dorothy John- 
son. 

Exemptions are allowed if 
attendance at a particular 
school creates a hardship or 
interferes with proper day | 
care. Scott pleaded hardship. 

A check with the division of 
elementary education showed 
that 90 percent of 700 requests 
for out-of-zone transfers were 
granted this past school year. 
Only a bit more than 50 per- 
cent of the 1,639 requests at 
the secondary level were 


granted. 


Scott’ S Son Siaited 
Orta School Zone 


_ By Andrew: Barnes: ee acs | 
Washington Post Staff Writer ! 


~ Washington School ‘Supt. Hugh J. Scott, citing the 
“severe hardship’? of ‘sendin; S ‘his’son to first grade at 
“Murch School next fall, has. had him transferred across 
the boundary line to Lafayette School. 

. Scott’s $70,000: house at 5426 27th St. NW is just in- 
side the. Murch attendance zone, though it is 15 blocks. 


Sa “trom Murch and only 10 
‘olocks from Lafayette. 


Scott explained “it appeared 
1to me a little illogical” to send 
‘Hugh Jason Seott, 5, the 
greater distance. 


“Many kids are closer to La- 
fayette than they are _ to 
'Murch,’ commented Tish 
Gardner, president of the 
Murch Home and School ASSO- 
ciation. 


“J think it’s a siarvelious 
precedent,” she said, and all 
schools would be: better if par- 
ents could choose to send 
their children where they 
think best. 


Parents used to have 
greater choice, but in 1967 the 
optional attendance -zones 
were banned by the court on 

| the grounds that they perpetu- 
| ated the privilege of the white 
sand the affluent. 


i “The boundaries are firm,” 

| said Roberta S. Barnes, princi. 
pal of Lafayette until her re. 
tirement June 30. “Any de- 
|viations are decided at the 
| Presidential Building (school 
headquarters.” 


“She said it is Avery uncom: 
jmon” for children to switch 
| between Murch and Lafayette, 
both of which. are among the 
richest, most prestigious and 
| whitest ‘public schools in the 
city. : 
Throughout the city, “116 
transfers were granted last 
year, mostly for working par- 
ents to assist in day-care prob- 
lems. Day-care and hardship 
are the two reasons to cross a 
boundary. 

School board member Al- 
|pert A. Rosenfield, who repre- 
sents ward three, covering 
‘both Lafayette and Murch, 
iealled Scott’s action “stupid.” 

He said he has already 
begun receiving calls from par- 
ents who have heard of the 
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By Joseph Mastrangelo—The Washington Post 


Arrow points to Scott’s home on 27th Street, loeated 
just outside Lafayette School zone (dotted. line). 


Seott’s Son 


Transferred 


Outside His School Zone 


SCOTT, From Bl 


transfer, and showed a letter 
he has received from a family 
which has been seeking unsuc- 
cessfully to make a Similar 
transfer. 

“If you have the clout, you 
use it,” said Mrs. Gardner, 
“and if you don’t, you go. to 
the school you were intended 
to.” 

“From a human point of 
view, I understand, ” she said. 
“They just plain are closer. 
‘But if you were the superin- 
tendent ... it might even be 
a news story.” 
| “I don’t think I should be 
handicapped by being superin- 
‘tendent,” .said Scott. Asked 
whether he thought the assist- 
‘ant superintendent to whom 
jhe wrote the request signed 
“Hugh J. Scott, Superintend- 
ent of Schools” could be im- 
partial in responding, Scott 
‘said “I thought I cited a good 
reason.” 


Scott said getting to Murch, 
located at 36th and Davenport 
Streets NW, from his house 
overlooking St. John’s College 
High School would involve 
going along Military Road, 
which lacks curbs at some 
spots, while walking to Lafay- 
ette at Northampton Street 
and Broad Branch Road NW 
would be safe for a small child. 

Scott said he had walked 
and driven the two routes him- 
self to check them out. 

In his letter Seott points out 
there are no other children in 
his neighborhood with whom 
his son could walk, and says it 
would “create a serious hard- 
ship for me to have to arrange 
to take my son to and from 


Murch School each day.” 

He concludes his letter to 
Assistant Superintendent Dor- 
othy L. Johnson “I would sin- 
cerely appreciate your favora- 
ble consideration of this re- 
quest.” 
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By JOHN MATHEWS 
Star-News Staff Writer 


“You know, we look to Dr. 
Scott for leadership and in this 
-case I’m very disappointed in 
-him,” said Mrs. Tish Gardi- 


ner, president of the Murch 
Elementary School PTA. 


She was reacting to the pub- 
lic disclosure that District 
School Supt. Hugh J. Scott has 
had his 5-year-old son Hugh 
Jason transferred from Murch 
to Lafayette, citing ‘extreme 
hardship’? as the reason for 
the special exception to boun- 
dary lines 

. “There’s no rivalry or bit- 
terness between the two 
schools; they’re both excellent 

- schools, »» said Mrs. Gardiner. 
“But, we have done much to 

‘comply with equalization be- 
tween schools and this kind of 
special treatment was, I 
thought, something we were 
trying to keep away from.” 

Yesterday, Scott maintained 

he had not exerted any pres- 
sure on his subordinate, Dr. 
Dorothy L. Johnson, the veter- 
“an assistant superintendent 
for elementary schools, who 
approved the attendance-zone 
exception’ for his son. _ The su- 


perintendent said he’ “went 
annels,”” 


through — normal ch 


_ Washington, D. D. fc, _ duly 23, 1972 
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‘sending Dr. Johnson a letter 


at J 
. 
t\ 


S 


he signed: ‘“‘Hugh J. Scott, Su- 
perintendent of Schools.” 


In his letter for an excep- 
tion, Scott said his home at 
5426 27th St. NW, was 10 
blocks from Lafayette, but 15 
blocks from Murch. In order 
to get to Murch, his son in 
future years, when he. would 
regularly walk to _ sehool, 
would have to cross busy Mili- 
tary Road, which has no side- 
walks in some spots, and Con- 
necticut Avenue. 


YOUNG HUGH, who will en- 
ter kindergarten in the fall, 
has no children in the neigh- 
borhood with whom he could 
walk to Lafayette and is not 
“street wise,’ the superintend- 
ent said. 

Scott added that the bounda- 
ry lines between the schools— 
which he could have ordered 
changed on his own authority 
to aid his child — are “‘illogi- 
cal.”’ Instead of the southern- 
most line of Lafayette adher- 
ing to Military Road, it takes a 
northward jog near the Scott 
home which is opposite St. 
John’s College High School, 
cutting the small area out of 
the Lafayette zone. 

As a result, Scott pointed 
out, his home is at the furthest 

point from Murch. If it were in 
thes ‘Lafayette HORS ponically, 


it would also be the furthest 
point from that school. 

A similar jog that zones chil- 
dren into. Murch instead of La- 
fayette occurs near the corner 


of Connecticut Avenue and 


Military Road. A parent.who 
lives in that area said, ‘‘We’re 
even closer to Lafayette than 
Dr. Scott, although we’re also 
closer to Murch, but we aren’t 
complaining, because it 
wouldn’t do any good.” 


ANOTHER PARENT, who 
insisted on not. being identi- 
fied, said parents in the Lafay- 


ette zone have ‘‘kept their fin-- 


gers crossed for years,’’ and 
used some ‘‘clout” behind the 
scenes to ‘make sure the 


~ boundaries remain the same, 


which they have been for more 
than 20 years. 

Lafayette, which regularly 
rates the highest among Dis- 


‘trict schools in test scores, is 
much» a’ community’ 


very 
school with a strong, posses- 
sive parent body from the 
idle and upper. middle class 
neighborhood. Murch is an 
equally high achievement 
school, but with less of a 
neighborhood identity, largely 
because children attend the 
school from both sides of Con- 
necticut Avenue. 

Since both schools have 


Action Deplore a 


usually been near capacity ol 
although Murch currently has © 
more space than Lafayette — 


neither has had an influx of 
out. of the neighborhood. chil- 
dren, despite the terms of the 


Wright court decision, which 


provided for voluntary busing 
of children from overcrowded 
schools in Southeast Washing- 
ton. 


Scott. said yesterday that 716 
exceptions were granted last 
school year to parents seeking 
attendance of their children at 
out of zone schools. 


Mrs. Gardiner, the Murch 
PTA president, recalled that 


_ one parent ‘who had some in- 


fluence with the school admin- 
istration” got an exception 


‘last year so his child could 


attend Lafayette School. Mrs. 
Roberta S. Barnes, who re- 
tired June 30 after 14 years as 
the Lafayette principal and 46 
years in the school system, 
could not remember any ex- 
ception in the past for children 
from the pocket where Scott 
lives. Decisions on exceptions 
are made by school board 
headquarters, she added. 

Scott summed up his posi- 
ion, saying, ‘“‘I don’t think my 
son should be punished be- 
cause [’m_ superintendent. I 
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WMAL AM FM TV EDITORIAL 


HOBSON AND SCOTT 


When you. have an organization, such as the D.C. School system, 


spending more than 140 million dollars a year, that's big business. 
And no one is more aware of.that than Julius Hobson. 


The past. years have seen him in and out.of court demanding and 
getting changes in the way that money is being spent. Now, he's 
preparing to return to court charging the system with failing to 


carry out an earlier order to equalize funds spent in each school.. 


If-Hobson.tends. to view education in terms: of dollars and cents, 
it's because he believes money 1s a basic ingredient of quality 
teaching. And upgrading schools, he feels, is more important to the 


youngsters than ensuring a racial mix. 


We share his concern over the apparent lack of fiscal, expertise 
in the school system. The recent.budget crisis revealed a disturbing 
loss of control-over, all Piec eu widens of dollars.: It also revealed 
that Superintendent Scott resents having to play head bookkeeper when 


there 15.so-much educating to be done. 


Hobson says‘he'1ll ask the-¢ourt to appoint a-''master". to run the 
schools. We: would hate to see the court getting more deeply involved 
than it is, but the idea of someone empowered to handle the business 
end. of schooling is worth considering.’ Scott could then revert to. the 


role of educator and the taxpayers. would know where the money went. 


Pebyuary : Yaepkoy 2 
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